ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Past records based on various collections from 1919 to 1936 indicated that five seagrass species were found in east coast of Sumatra (den Hartog, 1957; 1970) .
The five species were Enhalus acoroides (L.f) Royle, Thalassia hemprichii (Ehrenb) Aschers, Halophila ovalis (R. Br) Hook. F, H. minor (Zoll) den Hartog, H. spinulosa (R.Br) Aschers and Cymodocea rotundata Ehrenb & ex Aschers. Presently, the occurrence of seagrasses e.g. Enhalus acoroides, Thalassia sp. and Halophila sp. was also noted in east coast of Sumatra by various authors; Soeharmoko (1985) , Kusdiarti et al., (1989) and Erlambang and Siregar (1995) 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Field surveys were undertaken in the waters of Air Bangis Archipelago intertidally. Specimens were collected with hand and a shovel, stored in plastic bags and preserved in 4% formalin and processed into herbarium following the method of Menez et al., (1983 (Soeharmoko, 1985; Kusdiarti et al., 1989; Erlambang & Siregar, 1995) . Studies on seagrass species diversity and geographical distribution have been conducted in Indonesia particularly for Flores Sea (Nienhuis et al., 1989) , Sunda Strait (Kiswara, 1991) , Banten Bay (Kiswara, 1992a) , Jakarta Bay (Kiswara, 1992b) , and, Kuta Bay and Gerupuk Bay in Lombok (Kiswara, 1996) . not been noted by den Hartog (1957; 1970 ), Soeharmoko (1985 , Kusdiarti et al., (1989) and Erlambang and Siregar (1995) in the east coasts and therefore it is a new flora record for Sumatra. With this new record, Sumatra has 6 species of seagrasses, contributing to half the total number of seagrasses occurring in Indonesia.
With increasing intensities of survey and covering a wider area along the coastlines of the mainland Sumatra and its off-shore islands, it is anticipated that more species and their habitats will be known in the future. with Thalassia hemprichii on sand covered dead corals.
CONCOLUSION

